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Rodzanovskaya A.A. 
 

Dark Side of the Fairy Tales, 

or Phenomenon of Retelling 
 

 

 

Abstract: As J.R.R. TШХФТОЧ аrШЭО ТЧ 1949, ―ЭСО СТsЭШrв ШП 
fairy-stories is probably more complex than the physical history of 

the human race, and as complex as the history of human lan-

РЮКРО.‖ HТs аШrНs аОrО prШpСОЭТМ ТЧНООН; ЧШаКНКвs, аО sЭТХХ re-

main attached to the read out books with our favourite folktales. 

But authors and artists go further and re-think these narratives 

from some other point of view — the dark one. Following text is 

trying to understand the roots of such a desire and how these at-

tempts and patterns work within the art of storytelling. 

 

Keywords: fairy tale, tale, folktale, retelling, storytelling, dark 

fantasy, fantasy, folklore, Neil Gaiman, Brothers Grimm, Snow 

White. 

 

Author: Alexandra Rodzanovskaya (b. 1999) is a Russian illus-
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ЦКРТМ, ХОРОЧНs, ЦвЭСs КЧН ПКЧЭКsв аШrХНs. AХОбКЧНrК’s аШrФs КrО 
mainly connected with the mythology of the peoples of the 
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likes to write fantasy stories, walk through the hills and woods and 

draw Tarot card decks. SСО Тs МЮrrОЧЭХв pЮrsЮТЧР К ЦКsЭОr’s НОРrОО 
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Russia).  

 

* * * 

FКТrв ЭКХОs КrО КЧ ТЧЭОРrКХ pКrЭ ШП КЧв МЮХЭЮrО’s ПШХФХШrО ЭСКЭ КММШЦpКЧТОs 
a person from childhood to adulthood. These tales last throughout centu-

ries. Fairy tales serve not only as a way to preserve and impart wisdom 
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but also to establish communication. A well-known tradition is when un-

familiar travellers gather around a fire and share stories, building positive 

relationships and making new acquaintances. 

Storytelling is an important element for creating warm and friendly 

bonds between a child and parent. Through fairy tales, the child gets ac-

qЮКТЧЭОН аТЭС ЭСО ШЮЭsТНО аШrХН КЧН pОШpХО’s ЛОСКЯТШur patterns. The 

child also develops imagination, but more importantly, attachment to the 

parent (or other storyteller) occurs at this time
1
. 

J. R. R. TШХФТОЧ аrШЭО ТЧ 1949 (p. 3), ―TСО СТsЭШrв ШП ПКТrв-stories is 

probably more complex than the physical history of the human race, and 

Кs МШЦpХОб Кs ЭСО СТsЭШrв ШП СЮЦКЧ ХКЧРЮКРО.‖2
 

NОТХ GКТЦКЧ’s аrШЭО СТs sСШrЭ ЧШЯОХ ―SЧШа, GХКss, AppХОs‖ ТЧ 19943,
  

both as a violent and sexual adult-oriented retelling of the Brothers 

Grimm fairy tale and as a work in the dark fantasy genre. He rethought it 

РХШШЦТХв КЧН ЭrКЧsПШrЦОН КЧ ТЧsЭrЮМЭТЯО МСТХНrОЧ’s sЭШrв ТЧЭШ К МСТХХТЧР 
work of modern literature. In 2019, Colleen Doran

4
 published her version 

ШП GКТЦКЧ’s sЭШrв ТЧ К ПШrЦКЭ ШП К РrКpСТМ ЧШЯОХ. TСТs аШrФ ЦКРЧТficent-

ly shows how Gaiman operated with fairy tale look and colour schemes 

in order to achieve his goals.  

Any author takes a big risk when interpreting well-known and univer-

sally beloved fairy tales. People have become accustomed to their favour-

ite characters and their logic. For the most part, the first acquaintance 

with fairy tales happens in childhood, when parents read books with chil-

dren before bedtime or during family evenings. These happy and warm 

memories link readers to the bright image of a traditional fairy tale. 

Readers may thus perceive its radical rewriting and transformation into a 
————– 

1 Killick S., Boffey M. Building relationships through storytelling: a foster carer's guide to 

attachment and stories. London, 2012. P.19–33 // www.thefosteringnetwork.org.uk/ 

sites/www.fostering.net/files/content/building-relationships-through-storytelling-31-10-12.pdf 

(07.01.2020). 
2 Tolkien, J.R.R. On fairy-stories. Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1949. P. 3 // fair-

ytalebooks.org/fairy-tales/uploads/2017/01/Tolkien_On_Fairy_Stories.pdf (07.01.2020). 
3 Gaiman N. Smoke and mirrors (Kindle Edition). New York: HarperCol-lins, 2009 // 

ru.scribd.com/read/163642803/Smoke-and-Mirrors-Short-Fictions-and-Illusions#. 
4 Doran C. Snow, Glass, Apples. Dark Horse Books. n. p. 2019 // www.amazon.com/ 

Neil-Gaimans-Snow-Glass-Apples/dp/1506709796. 
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НКrФ, РХШШЦв sЭШrв ОбЭrОЦОХв ЧОРКЭТЯОХв. SШ аСв Тs GКТЦКЧ’s аШrФ sШ 
successful, and why do so many love it? 

TСО ОЧТРЦК Тs ЭСКЭ ЭСО ШrТРТЧКХ GrТЦЦ BrШЭСОrs’ ЭКХО Тs КХrОКНв Нark 

and gloomy. It features powerful witches, big black woods, a death curse, 

a coffin and encrypted sexual subtexts. 

The tale is full of scary motives and adult themes presented to children 

ТЧ К ―ХТЭО‖ ПШrЦ; ТЭ Тs К ЭrЮО GШЭСТМ аШrФ. 
Gaiman discovers such clues and unwinds a ball of yarn, thinking 

up and developing new and existing topics. Necrophilia comes from 

ЭСО prТЧМО’s НОsТrО ЭШ ФТss ЭСО МШrpsО ТЧ ЭСО МШППТЧ. IЧМОsЭ КrТsОs ПrШЦ 
SЧШа АСТЭО’s МХШsО rОХКЭТШЧsСТp аТЭС ЭСО KТЧР. SЮpОrЧКЭЮrКХ ЛОТЧРs 
convey ЭСО ЭСОЦО ШП ЭСО НаКrПs’ prОsОЧМО ТЧ ЭСТs аШrХН. SОбЮКХ НОЯТa-

ЭТШЧs sСШа ЭСО аШrХН’s НОprКЯКЭТШЧ. VКЦpТrОs ТЧНТМКЭО ЭСО аШrХН Тs 
МrЮОХ КЧН ПЮХХ ШП ЦШЧsЭОrs. TСО QЮООЧ’s ЮЧУЮsЭ НОКЭС КЧН ЭСО МШЧЯОr-

sion of her magic against her show the consequences of a lynch-mob 

trial and lack of justice. 

Gaiman turns the tale inside out, forcing readers to look at it from a 

completely different angle. Yet he leaves the foundation while only tell-

ТЧР ЭСО QЮООЧ’s ЯОrsТШЧ. TСО аОХХ-ФЧШаЧ GrТЦЦ ЯОrsТШЧ ШП ―SЧШа 
АСТЭО‖ МШЧЭТЧЮОs ЭШ ОбТsЭ, КЧН GКТЦКЧ’s sЭШrв ЭСЮs ЛОМШЦОs ЛОХТОЯКЛХО. 
Readers have already known one version for a long time. Now the author 

simply provides them with another version that allows them to decide 

who is the unfortunate victim and who is the villain. 

Gaiman ПТЧТsСОs СТs sЭШrв аТЭС ЭСО pОrЯОrЭОН МШЮpХО’s ЯТМЭШrв. The 

monstrous vampires, Snow White herself, and the necrophilic Prince care 

only about power and satisfying their desires but not about the kingdom. 

TСО QЮООЧ’s ХКsЭ ЭСШЮРСЭs КНН К ЧШЭО ШП СШpОХОssЧОss: she refuses to pre-

sent her story to the world, taking it with her to the grave. 

Evil defeats good, but for the kingdom and the whole world, every-

thing happened just the opposite. Once upon a time, the legitimate be-

loved princess returned home with the Prince, overthrew the usurper, and 

now she will rule — a princess whiter than snow, with lips redder than 

blood and hair blacker than the blackest coal. 



 

60 

Bibliography 

Doran C. Snow, Glass, Apples. Dark Horse Books. 2019 // amazon.com/ 

Neil-Gaimans-Snow-Glass-Apples/dp/1506709796. 

Gaiman N. Smoke and mirrors (Kindle Edition). New York: HarperCol-lins, 

2009 // ru.scribd.com/read/163642803/Smoke-and-Mirrors-Short-Fictions-and-

Illusions#. 

Killick S., Boffey M. Building relationships through storytelling: a foster carer's 

guide to attachment and stories. London: Fostering Network, 2012. P.19–33 // thefos-

teringnetwork.org.uk/sites/www.fostering.net/files/content/building-relationships-

through-storytelling-31-10-12.pdf (07.01.2020). 

Rodzanovskaya A.A. NОТХ GКТЦКЧ’s ―SЧШа, GХКss, AppХОs‖: HШа ЭСО ―SЧШа 
АСТЭО‖ FКТrв TКХО TЮrЧОН ТЧЭШ BХШШНв КЧН GХШШЦв DКrФ FКЧЭКsв SЭШrв. 

ШsМШа: PЮЛХТsСОr A.V. VШrШЛвОЯ, 2020. 108 p. 
Tolkien J.R.R. On fairy-stories. Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1949. P. 3 // 

fair-ytalebooks.org/fairy-tales/uploads/2017/01/Tolkien_On_Fairy_Stories.pdf 

(07.01.2020). 


